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SUMMER SESSION 


The one hundred and forty-first session of the General 
Medical Council was opened at the Council’s offices, 
Hallam Street, W., on Tuesday, May 28th, with Sir 
NorMAN Wacker, M.D., President, in the chair. 


NEW MEMBER 
Official notice was given of the appointment of Dr. 
john Ritchie, M.O.H., Dumiries, as a member of the 
Council by His Majesty, with the advice of the Privy 
Council, for the term of five years trom May 4th, 1935. 
Dr. Ritchie was introduced to the President by Mr. Miles, 
and took his seat. 


LOYAL ADDRESS TO THE KING 
The PRESIDENT Opened the session by reading a loyal 
Address of Congratulation to the King on the occasion 
of the Silver Jubilee, all the members standing. The 
Address included the following passage : 
“ Throughout the twenty-five years which your loyal 


subjects now commemorate with thanksgiving, the pro- 
fession of medicine has enjoyed the special countenance 


and encouragement of Your Majesty, with the gracious | 


support of Her Majesty the Queen and other members 
of the Royal Family. We beg most humbly to be 
permitted to record our dutiful sense of obligation and 
indebtedness for the royal patronage thus bestowed, and 
our hope and belief that it has proved a source of 
profound benefit to the science and art of medicine as 
well as to the whole people themselves, not only 
throughout the Empire but among men of good-will in 
every land. We gladly and proudly recognize that 
Your Majesty's reign has been signalized by remarkable 
advances in the healing art, which have brought relief 
to the suffering and the promotion of better conditions 
of life among all classes of the community. New 
discovery since 1910 has provided medicine and surgery 
with new means of healing for diabetes, for certain 
widespread forms of anaemia and malnutrition, for 
crippled and defective children, for the wounded soldier 
and the injured workman, and for the mending of the 
Maimed and the prevention and defeat of disease. 
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Advance has also taken place in the science of physio- 
logy, which gives good hope for the better and fuller 
life of the normal man. In a single generation the 
‘expectation of life’ for all men has been extended 
some seven or eight years. Above all, Your Majesty’s 
reign has been made famous by the enormous extension 
of facilities for bringing the blessing of health and 
recovery from sickness to millions of your subjects who 
formerly lacked such assistance in their time of need: 
this great fact is demonstrated beyond doubt by the 
medical service made available during the war, by the 
progress of the child welfare and school medical services, 
by the health insurance of sixteen million persons, by 
the reform of the Poor Law medical service, and by the 
enormous expansion of the voluntary and municipal 
hospitals. In all these popular and practical changes 
we recognize not only the will of Parliament but the 
sympathetic and upholding hand of the King.”’ 


THE PRESIDENTS’ ADDRESS 


The Prestpent said: It is lamentably often the case 
that the President has to begin his address with a refer- 
ence to former members who have passed to their rest. 
Arthur Thomson joined the Council as the representative 
of the University of Oxford in 1904, and was a member 
for twenty-five years. He took an active part in every- 
thing concerned with medical education, and naturally 
held firm views as to the importance of a thorough know- 
ledge of anatomy. In your name I addressed to his widow 
a letter of appreciation of her husband's work and of 
sympathy with her in her bereavement. Sir Leslie 
Mackenzie's health, to his great regret, did not permit of 
his attendance at our last meeting, and he died on 
February 28th, 1935. His long and trying illness was very 
patiently and heroically borne. Education interested him 
in every connexion, and before he studied medic ne he had 
won, as a young arts graduate, the blue ribbon of the four 
Scottish universities: the Ferguson Scholarship — in 
Philoscphy ran through all his subsequent work, and made 
him a valuable member of our Education and Executive 
Committees. To Lady Mackenzie, a fellow-worker with 
him in all his many activities, I expressed the Council’s 
sorrow at his loss. 

The first Direct Representative for Scotland was Dr. 
William Bruce, medical officer of health for the County 
of Ross, which includes part of the Hebrides, and to-day 
we welcome Sir Leslie Mackenzie’s successor as Crown 
nominee for Scotland, Dr. John Ritchie, the medical officer 
of health for Dumfries, in Scotland’s Southern Highlands. 
He brings with him a high reputation. as an administrator, 
and with the ever-expanding interest in public health and 
the prevention of disease, we expect to find in him a 
valuable addition to our strength. 

[1595] 
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My next duty is the pleasant one of offering congratula- 
tions: in the first instance to Sir Walter Langdon-Brown, 
one of our members, on whom the King has conferred the 
honour of Knight Bachelor, and next to Sir Holburt 
Waring, for nearly twelve years a treasurer of the Council, 
who has been advanced to the Baronetcy. I am sure the 
Council will wish me to extend their public congratulations 
to the Victoria University of Manchester and to our 
colleague, Professor Stopford, on his appointment as Vice- 
Chancellor. The experience of this Council contradicts an 
opinion sometimes expressed that doctors are not good 
men of affairs. I am particularly glad to be able to add 
that Manchester's gain involves no loss for us. 

The Executive Committee at their meeting in February 
decided that it was right that your President should offer 
to give evidence before the Select Committee of the House 
of Lords, to whom the Bill for the Registration and 
Regulation of Osteopaths stood referred. I took the oppor- 
tunity to expound the merits of our British system of one 
Register for qualified medical practitioners, and am hope- 
ful that the system which has worked, and worked well, 
for nearly eighty years will be maintained. 


Report of the Curriculum Committee 


You have in your hands the report of the Curriculum 
Committee appointed last June. The President, Sir 
Richard Quain, said in his address on November 22nd, 
1892: 

“It is now recognized, and it is my hope that it will be 
more and more recognized each year, that the Council is doing 
all in its power to secure the higher education of the profession 
and to elevate and maintain its character in all that is essential 
in connexion with the welfare of the public, within the lines 
marked down for us by Parliament. ... In some other 
countries these duties devolve on Government officials: happily 
here they are placed in our own hands, and I am confident 
that we shall not fail to prove worthy of the trust thus reposed 
in us, 

The Curriculum Committee have worked very diligently, 
and the report has been considered and reconsidered again 
and again. In its present form it represents the combined 
wisdom of its members. It is not for me to go into any 
details ; these will be dealt with by the chairman, Dr. Tidy, 
but it is proper that I should indicate from the chair what 
seems the best method of dealing with the report. 

As another of my predecessors said: ‘‘ Education is the 
primary occupation of the Council, and time must be pro- 
vided for its consideration.”’ It is always difficult to 
construct a time-table for the Council's sessions, but we 
have provisionally ear-marked Thursday or Friday fore- 
noon tor the purpose. It is suggested that the discussion 
should follow the lines of a second reading debate on a 
motion that the report be received by the Council and 
circulated to the licensing bodies with a request for their 
comments and criticisms. Co-operation between the 
General Council of Medical Education and Registration of 
the United Kingdom and the licensing bodies is the root 
principle of the British method of medical education, and 
it will be advantageous if communications can be received 
from the bodies in time to be dealt with at the November 
session. 


The Recru‘tment of the Profession 


The Medical Register had added to it in 1934 1,664 
names, a number exceeded, sometimes considerably, in 
the vears 1921 to 1927 inclusive. There were 898 deaths, 
and the number removed from the Register for other 
reasons, the great majority under the provisions of 
Section 14 of the 1858 Act, was sixtv-one : the 1935 
Register, which includes the Colonial and Foreign Lists, 
therefore contains 57,496 names. 

Here are the figures showing the number of students 
registered by the Council in 1934: in England 1,094, a 
decrease of thirty-seven as compared with the number 
in 1933; in Scotland 724, an increase of twenty-five ; 
in Ireland 532, an increase of seventy-five. The total, 
2,350, which thus shows an increase of sixty-three over 
the total for the previous year, has only twice been 
exceeded, in the years J918 and 1920, when the totals 
were 3,420 and 2,531. 
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I ,recall our past experience that when trade js bad 
entries of medical students go up, and vice versa, There 
are schools which are conscious of the fact that their 
equipment and staff are being severely strained, and that 
they must consider limitation of entry. But there jg q 
general feeling of hope in the air to-day, and perhaps 
the severe limitations under consideration in some places 
may not be necessary. There will not, I feel sure, pe 
any tendency to lower the standard of entry, even jg 
numbers do go down a little. 

A report will be presented to you by the Finance 
Committee which shows that for the first time since 1999 
the expenditure of the General and Branch Councils for 
the last year exceeded their income. The deficit, which 
amounted in round figures to £650, was primarily attri. 
butable to the expenditure ot over £1,300 unavoidably 
incurred by the English Branch Council on account of 
three contested elections of direct representatives. I am 
hopeful that before the necessity for further expenditure 
of this nature again arises amendments of Section 8 of 
the Medical Act, 1886, which will simplify and cheapen 
the procedure, will have been secured by legislation. 

As regards our financial position generally, I think I 
may so far anticipate the statement to be made by the 
Treasurer as to say that on a broad view of the results 
of the last quinquennium we may regard with composure 
the deficit for the year 1934 if we set against it the 
surpluses, amounting in all to over £3,500, realized in 
the other four years of that period. 

On the motion of Mr. Ep1inGton, seconded by Dr. H. G. 
Dain, the President was thanked for his address, and 
it was ordered to be entered on the minutes. 


Chairman of Business 
On the motion of the PRrEstpENT, Sir Robert Bolam 
was elected Chairman of Business. 


ANTE-NATAL EXAMINATIONS IN 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
The Gloucestershire County Council has hitherto provided facili- 
ties for the ante-natal supervision of pregnant women by means 
of clinics. Although the clinics established have been well 
attended they are not completely satisfactory, partly because 
they have proved practicable only in seven districts, and thus 
cover but a small part of the county, and partly because the 
practitioner who gives the ante-natal supervision is not the 
doctor who may be summoned by the midwife in case of 
difficulty at the confinement. The county council has there- 
fore recently put into operation a scheme under which ante- 
natal supervision will be provided by the woman's usual 
medical attendant, who would attend the confinement if 
necessary. The details of the scheme have been so arranged 
as to ensure close co-operation between the doctor and the 
midwife. 

The facilities under the new scheme are available to un- 
insured and insured pregnant women who are referred to their 
doctors by midwives. The midwife, after explaining to the 
woman the desirability of ante-natal examination, notifies the 
selected doctor on a prescribed form, and arranges for the 
examinations to take place either at the doctor's surgery of 
at the woman's home. Examinations are normally made twice 
during the pregnancy, one after the sixteenth week and the 
other between the thirty-fourth and thirty-sixth weeks. If 
further examinations are considered necessary by the doctor 
the midwife explains the circumstances to the maternity and 
child welfare medical officer. After each examination the 
doctor partially completes a report, which he sends to the 
midwife, and if he considers that examination by a consultant 
or hospital treatment is necessary he notifies the maternity and 
child welfare medical The midwife completes the 
report after the confinement by adding the date of the con- 
finement and a note on the woman’s condition, and sends it 
to the medical officer as an account for the doctor's fee. The 
council pays 10s. for the examination and report in respect 
of each uninsured woman, and a fee of 5s. for the report on 
an insured woman, on the understanding that at least two 
examinations are made at the appropriate times. A fee of Is. 
is paid to the midwife for each report. 
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British Medical Assoriation 


ACTIVITIES 


CORONERS’ LAW AND PRACTICE 


A meeting of the Medico-Political Committee was held on 

May 15th, Dr. J. W. Bone presiding. The draft memo- 

randum of evidence which it is proposed to give on behalf 

of the Association to the Departmental Committee on the 

Jaw and practice regarding coroners’ inquests was brought 

forward. Dr. E. H. Snell, chairman of the subcommittee 

appointed for the purpose, said how much the task had 
been facilitated by having a London coroner, Mr. Ingleby 

Oddie, on the subcommittee. 

The draft memorandum of evidence was considered in 
detail by the committee. It began by pointing out that 
the medical practitioner was particularly concerned with 
the smooth working of the Coroners Acts, because he was 
so frequently brought into close relation with the coroner 
himself. A number of suggestions, agreed to by the Repre- 
sentative Body, were put forward by the Association in 
1926, and were subsequently embodied in the Coroners 
Amendment Act of that year. There were, however, 
certain other points then put forward which failed of 
acceptance. These included the following : 

That provision should be made for the more effective and 
adequate control of the coroner and regulation of procedure 
and practice in coroners’ courts by the Lord Chancellor. 

That all official records of coroners should be the property 
of the authority which appoints them. 

That the coroner should have statutory authority to 
obtain and pay tor any information from a medical practi- 
tioner. 

That travelling expenses incident upon giving evidence at 
inquests should be regulated by statute. 

That a person whose conduct was called in question by 
any evidence should have the opportunity of giving rebut- 
ting evidence and of being legally represented, the inquest 
be.ng adjourned tor this purpose if necessary. 

The committee considered that these points should be 
reaffirmed. In addition, it was proposed to include certain 
other submissions. One of these was that the coroner 
should be given discretion to dispense with an inquest 
when death was due, without any element of doubt, to 
simple conditions, suspicious circumstances being absent ; 
when death occurred before complete recovery from anaes- 
thesia, if, as a result of the coroner’s inquiry, the inquest 
was a matter of form ; and when chronic alcoholism was 
certified as being not the only and immediate cause of 
death. It was explained that at present any death which 
appeared to the registrar to have been due to alcoholic 
poisoning must be reported to the coroner, but cases 
frequently arose in which the deceased had been in th» 
habit of taking considerable quantities of alcohol, though 
the immediate cause of death was not alcoholic poisoning ; 
and in such cases, as matters stood, the coroner might feel 
it incumbent to hold an inquest. It was also thought that 
the viewing of the body by the coroner should not be 
compulsory, since this often necessitated removal of the 
body to a mortuary, to the distress of relatives ; and, 
further, that the practitioner in attendance, if not asked 
by the coroner to perform any post-mortem examination, 
should have the opportunity of being present at any such 
examination, without fee for attendance, or, if invited by 
the coroner to be present, should have a statutory fee of 
one guinea. 

On one point the subcommittee recommended, and the 
committee concurred in the recommendation, that the 
Association's policy be not proceeded with. This was the 
proposal that the office of coroner should be administrative 
and should be placed under the control of the Minister of 
Health. This was put forward on the previous occasion 
nine years ago, but received no support ; and it was repre- 
sented that it would involve such a revolution in the 
position of coroner as to be outside practical politics. It 
would mean taking away the coroner's judicial character 
and an extension of government by reguldtion, which is 
being so firmly opposed in influential quarters. 
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The draft evidence was approved, ary the chairman of 
the subcommittee and the Medical Secretary were 
nominated to present it. 


THE PRISON MEDICAL SERVICE 


The committee next turned to the equally gloomy theme 
of prisons, and considered a request from a recent meeting 
of prison medical officers that the Association should use 
its efforts to improve the conditions of that service on 
the lines of the Association’s memorandum to the Civil 
Service Commission in 1930. It was agreed to appoint 
three members—Drs. Bone, Snell, and Spurgin—to confer 
with a similar number of representatives of the Prison 
Medical Service. 


PRENUPTIAL HEALTH CERTIFICATES 

The Eugenics Society forwarded a prenuptial health 
schedule which had been drawn up by a committee of that 
body, and requested the advice of the British Medical 
Association on the fees which might properly be charged 
for the relevant examinations. The committee saw no 
reason to take exception to the scheme, which is, of course, 
a purely voluntary one, but thought it advisable that the 
matter of fees be left to arrangement between the doctor 
and the persons concerned. 


Potsons BoarRpD REGULATIONS 


Dr. Lewis Lilley, a member of the committee, brought 
forward the question of the Poisons Board regulations, 
which, he said, bore hardly upon public medical service 
dispensing when this was done by the service for the 
patients. The proportion of prescriptions which, by reason 
of containing certain of the substances scheduled, came 
within the regulations was quite considerable—he men- 
tioned 20 per cent.—and the requirements as to recording 
and maintaining copies were exceedingly onerous. The 
result might be the accumulation at the dispensary of tens 
or hundreds of thousands of copies of prescriptions. 

Dr. Bone, as a member of the Poisons Board, said that 
he had himself brought this aspect forward at meetings of 
the Board. Undoubtedly these regulations would apply 
to public dispensaries and out-patient departments of 
hospitals, as well as to pharmacies and the surgeries of 
dispensing doctors. He thought, however, that a good 
deal of relief was afforded by the exemption schedule, and 
he regarded Dr. Lewis Lilley’s figure of 20 per cent. as 
too high. At the same time, he expressed willingness to 
go into the matter with Dr. Lilley. 


VARIOUS BUSINESS 


The result of discussions between members of the com- 
mittee and representatives of the National Deposit Friendly 
Society regarding the proposed amendment of the scale of 
medical charges of that organization was reported. Agree- 
ment had been reached, but in the letter sent to the society 
an expression of regret was formally put on record that it 
should have seen fit to alter its scale in January last with- 
out prior consultation with the Association. The repre- 
sentatives had explained the reasons which had led the 
society to take that step, but it was hoped that they would 
impress upon their committee the feeling that had been 
aroused on the Association side by such action. 

It was resolved to make inquiries on reports from a 
certain area that the Unemployment Assistance Board 
had asked Post Office medical officers if they would be 
willing to examine applicants as to whose capacity for 
work there was some doubt, and, if so, what their fee 
would be. 

A letter was received from a member on the question of 
the appointment of Post Office medical officers, which was 
sometimes made, especially in rural areas, without public 
notification of an intention to make the appointment. 
The committee realized that in some localities there might 
be only one obvious person for the position, but it took 
the view that all such posts must either be advertised in 
the Press or intimated to all the eligible doctors in the 
neighbourhood. 

Finally, the committee considered the balance sheet of 
the Central Emergency Fund, and a statement of the 
assistance so far afforded to the Llanelly practitioners. 
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THE INSURANCE MEDICAL SERVICE 
WEEK BY WEEK 


The Care of an Aged Patient 


‘* Our medical members advise us,’’ so runs a recent 
report of the London Medical Service Subcommittee, 
“that a patient 85 years of age and suffering from myo- 
carditis should be seen about once a week, and if, as in 
this case, the patient's residence is approximately a mile 
from the surgery of the practitioner, he should not be 
expected to come to the surgery, and a home visit should 
be made.’’ We do not think any of our readers would 
quarrel with this statement of a doctor's obligations, or 
indeed with any suggestion that an aged patient or one 
suffering from a chronic illness confining him to his bed 
should have a reasonable amount of visiting for his 
comfort and for the satisfaction of his relatives, even 
though active treatment is of little use. Elsewhere, in 
the same report, we read that the practitioner, on 
December 13th, 1934, at the request of the relatives, 
visited the patient, who had, following a number of earlier 
calls at the practitioner’s surgery, taken to his bed and 
had apparently become very ill. The practitioner, indeed, 
gave the wife to understand that her husband was very 
ill, but that he did not propose to call again unless he 
was sent for, as apart from prescribing medicine there 
was nothing he could do for the patient, who was, how- 
ever, to stay in bed and take the medicine prescribed. 
Notwithstanding this statement, and one made in writing 
by the practitioner to the committee that when he visited 
the patient on December 13th he did not think that it 
was necessary to see him again, there were a series of 
entries in his visiting book from December 19th onward 
indicating an intention to visit, but for various reasons 
these postponed visits were not made and the practitioner 
let the matter drop. He heard later, as a result of the 
complaint to the committee, that another doctor had been 
called in and that the patient had after two or three 
weeks been removed to hospital, where he died on 
January 15th. The subcommittee formed the opinion 
that ‘“‘ the practitioner would not be likely to make 
unnecessary home visits to his patients, and that he would 
not have entered in his visiting book details of visits 
proposed to be made unless he had been fuily satisfied 
that such visits were necessary. It is common ground 
that no visits were made after December 13th, 1934. On 
his own showing, therefore, he failed to visit a patient 
whose condition required a visit.”’ 

Although in a case in which another doctor is called 
in—where there has been difficulty in obtaining the 
services of the patient’s own doctor—the subcommittee 
would normally find that the expenses only of the first 
visit of the new doctor were reasonably and necessarily 
incurred, it was decided to recommend in this case that 
the patient’s own doctor should be required to refund the 
whole of the cost of the treatment obtained through the 
second doctor. The subcommittee also recommended that 
the practitioner should be censured, and that the Minister 
should be asked to withhold the sum of £5 from his 
remuneration. 


Failure to make Adequate Examination 


In another case reported at the same meeting of the 
London Insurance Committee a similar recommendation 
as to censure anc the withholding of £5 was made. In 
this case the negligence was a failure on the part of 
the practitioner to make an adequate examination of the 
patient. Here again a second doctor was called in, and 
the patient was removed to hospital, where he underwent 
an operation for mastoid, but collapsed before the opera- 
tion was completed and, in sp-te of restorative measures, 
died. The practitioner in this case was said to have 
made a very cursory examination of the ear, and evidently 
regarded influenza as the predom'nant feature of the 


patient’s illness, as he gave a certificate of incapacity 
by reason of influet.za 


The subcommittee’s report states 
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that the evidence established beyond a doubt that no 
adequate examination was made. 

Although these two cases are referred to briefly here 
as containing matters of general interest, it is as wel] to 
recall what has previously been stated in these notes 
that formal charges of negligence against insurance prac. 
titioners are happily rare, and in London represent an 
infinitesimal proportion of the number of insured persons 
suffering from illness. 


Foreigners Employed in this Country 


Bearing in mind that the Government Actuary in 
making his estimate of the central pool for medical benefit 
has to take into account a variety of circumstances, and 
also remembering the representations which have been 
made by the Insurance Acts Committee with regard to 
employed persons who have one or two stamps on their 
contribution cards and become at once entitled to medical 
cards, the following announcement from the Ministry 
of Health is of interest to practitioners : 

From inquiries received it seems that a number of employers 
are in doubt as to the position under the National Insurance 
Acts of foreigners employed in this country. The Minister of 
Health and the Minister of Labour wish, therefore, to point out 
that liability to insurance, whether for health and_ pensions 
or for unemployment, is not affected by the nationality of 
the person employed or by the length of his stay in this 
country. 

Insurance contributions must be paid in respect of foreigners 
employed in this country, even if they are only temporarily 
in the United Kingdom, in any circumstances in which con- 
tributions would be paid if the person employed were a British 
subject or a permanent resident in Great Britain. 


Relief from Emergency Night Calls 


The Minister has dismissed the appeal made by a prac- 
titioner against a decision of the Insurance Committee 
that by reason of his residing more than two miles away 
from his surgery he should be relieved from liability for 
emergency night calls to insured persons on the lists of 
other practitioners, ard that the units to his credit should 
be reduced by 5 per cent. It may seem a little Gilbertian 
that it is the committee which is exempting the practi- 
tioner from emergency night calls and that the practitioner 
for his part desires rather to be exempt from the con- 
sequences of the committee’s decision. The report of 
Dr. Duncan of the Ministry of Health, who heard the 
appeal, contains the following: 


This appeal is against the action taken by the Insurance 
Committee in exempting the doctor from liability to 
emergency night visits on the lists of other practitioners, 
with consequent reduction in remuneration. The validity of 
the schemes under which action is taken is not questioned, 
nor is the correctness of the distance—some two and a half 
miles—between the surgery and the residence of the practi- 
tioner. Other reasons on which an appeal could be based 
are that: (a) the committee's action deprived insured persons 
of certain privileges in the matter of medical service ; (b) the 
committee's action deprived the doctor of moneys to which 
he had an equitable right, in return for a service of which he 
had, in common with his fellow practitioners, performed his 
fair and legitimate share. 

As to (a) no evidence was produced by Dr. X that any 
hardship would occur by reason of his being exempted from 
emergency calls of insured persons on other doctors’ lists ; 
there are, in fact, other doctors in the neighbourhcod of Y 
to whom application .in emergency could be made. As to 
(b) Dr. X produced no evidence that he was in fact treating 
insured persons on the lists of other practitioners to any 
extent, or to dispel the inference that by removal of his 
residence to Z he had become less liable than previously for 
such emergency calls. 

Dr. X said that in October, 1933, he asked and obtained 
permission from the Insurance Committee to live at Z. In 
giving permission, the Insurance Committee laid down certain 
conditions as to caretaker, telephone, and motor car, all of 
which had been complied with. He felt it was hard that the 
Insurance Committee should now go back on its previous 
decision by modifying the conditions attaching to it. So far 
as he knew insured persons had not suffered by his living at Z. 


There followed a recommendation that the appeal should 
be dismissed, and this, as stated, was the decision of 
the Min:ster. 
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Medical Records: New Material Proposed 


been suggested to the Ministry of Health by | 

Stationery Office that envelopes of manilla paper 
re Id be used for the purpose of medical record envelopes 
age of the cloth-lined envelopes now in use. The 
in cary Office points out that the bursting resistance 
a manilla envelopes is much greater than that of 
the cloth-lined envelopes, and that the maniila envelopes, 
besides giving greater security and freer action for the 
insertion of enclosures, being smoother on the inside | 
than the cloth-lined envelopes, are 10 per cent. less costly. | 
They therefore strongly recommend that the manilla 
envelopes should be employed for future supplies. The 
manilla envelopes appear to the Ministry to be less easily 
torn than the cloth-L:ned, and are quite as easy, if not 
easier, to write upon. They are rather thicker and may | 
take up somewhat more room in the filing cabinets, but 
it seems doubtful whether this is a point of much con- 
sequence. It is understood that the Department is inclined 
to regard the Stationery Office’s proposal favourably, but — 
being desirous of learning whether insurance practitioners | 
enerally would be likely to raise objection to the sug- | 
gested change has asked for the views of the Insurance — 


Correspondence 


SUPPLEMENT to THE 24 1 
Britisn Mepicat JouRNAL 


Acts Committee. It seemed to this committee that the 


best thing to do was to get some members of the com- 
mittee to try out the new envelopes in their own practices 
for a month or so, and this will be done before the 
committee is committed to the expression of its views 
with regard to the proposal. 

It may be recalled that another aspect of the question 
of material for cards was the subject of a somewhat 
strongly worded communication from a correspondent in 
the Supplement of April 13th, and in this case it was 
the insured person’s medical card that was in question. 
The cards, it was said, become torn and disreputable and 
covered with filth, the writing becomes indecipherable, 
and the cards are definitely unhygienic. The writer 
thought that instead of cards being issued to last for 
all time there should be an issue by the insurance com- 
mittees of new cards each year. H.s communication does 
not appear to have evoked any general chorus of protest, 
but without going so far as to require a yearly renewal 
of medical cards, which would probably be quite imprac- 
ticable, there are undoubtedly good grounds for the 
suggestion that there should be some method of replacing 
with new cards those which have become “ definitely 
unhygienic.’’ 


HERTS (LOCAL) MEDICAL AND PANEL | 
COMMITTEE 


THE ANNUAL REPORT 


It is, perhaps, not fully appreciated how much of the 
successful working of the National Health Insurance Acts | 
is due to the activities of Local Medical and Panel Com- 
mittees. Not only is there new legislation affecting insur- 
ance practice to be interpreted from time to time, but 
difficulties and perplexities arise almost constantly, which | 
can only be satisfactorily settled where there is an energetic 
Panel Committee working in close co-operation with the 
Insurance Committee within the area. 


PAYMENT OF SICKNESS BENEFIT 

Keenness on the part of members of the committee and 
real co-operation with the local authoritative body has 
resulted in Hertfordshire, according to the annual report 
of the chairman of the Local Medical and Panel Com- 
mittee (Dr. J. S. Dockray), in smooth administration and 
a high standard of insurance practice. Among the more 
important questions which the committee has had to con- 
sider during the year, and which are referred to in the 
report, is that of the voluntary medical certificate to cover 
some difficulty that has arisen over payment of sickness 
benefit. Practitioners are asked for such certificates from 
time to time, but many are apparently unaware that an 
official voluntary national health insurance form is avail- 
able for the purpose. Failing the official form the certifi-— 
cate may be given on the practitioner’s own notepaper, | 
but not on the ordinary national health insurance certifi- 
cate. Particularly pertinent just now, in view of the cases 
reported from other parts of the country, is the question 
of certification of incapacity in respect of insured persons, 
either in quarantine or found to be carriers of infectious 
disease. The report points out that the payment of sick- | 
ness or disablement benefit is contingent upon the insured 
person being himself rendered incapable of work by specific | 
disease or by bodily or mental disablement. This con- 
dition would not be satisfied while the person who has been 
exposed to infection shows no sign of suffering from the 
disease itself, but is required to abstain from work as a 
matter of precaution. 


DIPHTHERIA AND DIABETES 


Under the heading ‘‘ Range of Treatment,’ practi- 
tioners are informed that the Schick test, followed where 
necessary by immunization, is not a service which involves 
the application of special skill and experience of a degree 
or kind which they cannot reasonably be expected to 


possess, and that diphtheria prophylactic may be ordered 
on an Official prescription form. Concerning the charging 
of fees to insured persons for services involving the use 
of x-ray apparatus, the report states that when a private 
fee is sought Form G.P. 45 should be completed and the 
committee will then decide each case upon its merits. 
Some interesting figures are included in the report, and 
serve to show that the number of practitioners undertaking 
the local service increases more rapidly in proportion to 
the number of insured persons. On April Ist, 1925, in- 
sured persons on the lists of all doctors numbered 115,445 ; 


on April Ist, 1934, they numbered 154,963 ; and on the 
‘ same date in 1935, 159,255. The numbers of insurance 


doctors at those dates were 204, 290, and 304 respectively. 
Prescriptions for insulin in 1933 numbered 1,995, and in 
1934, 2,234 ; the cost for each year being £804 and £755 
respectively. 

Dr. Dockray concludes his report with a tribute to the 
members of his committee, particularly those four or five 
who have been members since the commencement cf 
national health insurance—the vice-chairman, Dr. Aveling, 
and the honorary secretary, Dr. Clarke. 


Correspondence 


VOLUNTARY HOSPITALS (PAYING PATIENTS) BILL 


Srr,—In the Supplement for May 25th (p. 233) Dr. Peter 
Macdonald takes me severely to task with regard to my 
letter published on May 18th, commenting adversely on my 
lack of ‘‘ medico-political acumen,’’ and accusing me of 
‘““entry into public controversy in a public journal in an 
unwise manner.’’ Before giving my reply may I express a 
hope that never will you, Sir, be influenced to close down 
medico-political correspondence on any Bill which is under 
consideration in eithér House, seeing that by reading the public 
press, consulting official reports of the Houses of Parliament, 
and conversations with members of the boards of management 
of voluntary hospitals, anyone interested can make himself 
conversant with what is going on without using British 
Medical Association information. <A policy of ‘‘ hush ’’ in the 
medical press would only recoil on our profession in its harm- 
fulness. I am absolutely unrepentant in this matter. 

It might prove uscful and assist clarity of thought if you 
will allow me to put the position as it appears to myself and 
others, and then to draw attention to the dangers of this 
Bill. 

1. Voluntary hospitals for many years now have been 
taking by agreement money from all sorts and conditions of 
patients (the sick poor, the contributory patient, the private 
patient) either directly or indirectly (through the State, 
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voluntary associations, contributory schemes, ete.). This 
action has been found to be contrary to their charters when 
these have been looked into. 

2. It was decided, therefore, to legalize the position by 
parliamentary action for all voluntary hospitals in Eng'and 
and Wales at one time rather than to leave each hospital 
to act alone? 

3. In the Bill, in its original draft, two things were provided 
for—namely, a right as outlined in (1) above ; and a right to 
give to all these several groups “‘ all medical and = surgical 
treatment "’ at a voluntary hospital that that hospital could 
provide. 

4. The promoters of the Bill were asked to alter the word 

“paying used throughout the Bill to private.’’ Naturally 
this request was refused. Nowhere in the Bill, however, is 

there any definition of the word “* paying,’’ so consequently 

the Bill should be taken to include all referred to in (1) 
above. 

5. In the Supplement for April 13th (p. 136) you report that 
at a meeting of the Council | had expressed my apprehension 
as to the scope of this Bill, whereas Dr. Peter Macdonald 
had stated that he did not share this apprehension. 

6. In the Supplement for April 27th (p. 202) Dr. A. Keith 
Gibson writes that he considers that general medical practi- 
tioners will agree with me rather than with Dr. Macdonald. 

7. Dr. Macdonald, in the Supplement for May 4th (p. 213), 
joins in the discussion, stating that ‘‘ the objects of the Bill 
are strictly limited to providing for private patients as the 
medical profession terms these, and that it wou'd be futile 
and a diplomatic mistake to endeavour to promote the access 
of outside practitioners to these hospitals by amending the 
Bill, this access being obtainable locally only by convincing 
boards of management and visiting medical staffs after the 
Bill becomes law.’’ (Italics mine.) 

8. In my communication dated May 6th, appearing in the 
Supplement for May 18th, | stated that I entirely disagree | 
with Dr. Maedonald’s limited interpretation of the object ot 
the Bill, and in some detail showed how, if the Bill) passed 
as then dratted, it would come about that there would be 
created for a selected group ot private practitioners attached 
to a voluntary hospital—namely, the visiting medical 
stati—a monopoly in institutional medical treatment for the 
whole local population not using a council hospital, as against 
their protessional colleagues the district. IT asked Dr. 
Macdonald how many voluntary hospitals at the moment 
functioned in this manner. 

9. Dr. Macdonald declines in the Supplement for May 25th 
“to be dragged into a controversy "' by myself in view of 
his official position, Quite right; but it is a pity that this 
was not in mind before he entered the fray at all. He does 
not, however, offer an interpretation of the word paying 
as it is used in the Bill. The word use! in conversation and 
debate is the more limiting one private, which, however, is 
not in the Bill, and which tends greatly to confuse the issue, 
and understanding what is meant by various speakers. 

In spite of Dr. Macdonald's pessimistic reply to Dr. Gibson 
the Bill has been amended by restricting a voluntary hospital 
to giving in addition to accommodation only maintenance, 
including such medical and surgical attendance as is given 
by the resident stat? of the hospital. Thus the opportunity 
has been secured for the patient to arrange with a medical 

practitioner of his choice, and to pay the fees agreed upon 
between them. In fact, this is just what Dr. Gibson and 
others have been urging all along. This success is due to the 
assiduity of Dr. Peter Macdonald himself on behalf of the 
Association. To him the profession grateful thanks. 
Unhappily, the Government has introduced another clause, 


WES 


under which a good deal thus gained may be lost. 3ut if 
Dr. Macdonald is used to shooting rabbits over ferrets he 
will prove equally successtul in dealing with this further 


popping up. 

If a hospital, whether «council or voluntary, or an associa- 
tion or other body, enters the fie'd to provide what is to all 
intents and purposes a nursing home, then it is vital for 
medicine that absolute free choice of consultant, specialist, 
and general practitioner should be secured to the patient, 
this choice not in any way being subject to the approval of any 
visiting medical staff.—I am, etc., 


E. ROWLAND FOTHERGILL. 


Hove, May 25th. 


Resolutions by Branches and Divisions 19 


OURNaL 
= — 
HOSPITAL POLICY 

Sik,—Is it not time that Fundamental Principal No, Vi 
of the B.M.A. Hospital Policy were altered to reaq thus? 
“ That every effort should be made to provide medica] ani 
nursing facilities in institutions (home hospitals) where the 
family doctor may not treat those of his patients who nee 
such provision and who cannot thus remain under his care” 
The Voluntary Hospitals (Paying Patients) Bill will most 
certainly not assist the general practitioner to attend pj 
patients in any nursing home attached to a hospital. If the 
general practitioners, who represent 65° per cent. of the 
members of the B.M.A., would instruct their delegates to the 
Annual Kepresentative Meeting to vote only for gener 
practitioners on the Hospitals Committee of the B.M.A,, there 
might be a change in policy in favour of the general practi- 
tioners. The delegates should also be told that there ap 
certain members of Council who are unfavourable to th 
general practitioner, as evidenced at last year’s A.R.M,. when 
the Draft} Memorandum and = Articles of Association 
Provident Associations were considered by the A.R.M. Jy 
the Draft “ treatment other than general practitioner treat. 
ment '’ is to be paid for. The power is in the hands of the 
general practitioner. Let his delegates use it at the annul 
election for members of the Hospitals Committee and_ the 
Council.—I am, ete., 


Manchester, May 21st. Rosert Boyp, 


British Medical Association 


NOTICE OF MOTION FOR THE ANNUAL 
REPRESENTATIVE MEETING, LONDON, 
JULY, 1935. 


ASSISTANT HONORARY SECRETARIES OF BRANCHES 

By Easr YorKsutre: That in the opinion of the Repre 
sentative Body each Branch might be empowered to 
appoint an Assistant Honorary Secretary to relieve the 
Honorary Secretary and Treasurer of part of his duties 
with a view to succession to that post at the end of the 
termination of the period of office of the present Honorary 
Secretary and Treasurer. 


Mepicat DEFENCE FOR MEMBERS 
By SUNDERLAND: That out of the current rate of 
annual subscription the Association should provide also 
free medical defence for its members. 


REFERENCE OF PATIENTS TO Hospitals 
By BIRMINGHAM CENTRAL: That the second recom- 
mendation in para. 120 of the Annual Report of Council 
be amended by the deletion of the words ‘‘ second page 
of the form when returning the patient to his own doctor,” 
and the substitution thereof of the following: 


following form: 


... Hospital 
Beat 
I have to-day seen your patient ........... 


and am of the opinion that he, or she, 8 


I have therefore (1) admitted him/her 
(2) Ordered the special appropriate 
treatment. 
(3) Given emergency treatment. 
(4) Referred him, her back to you. 


Yours faithfully, 


By BrrmincHam That the Association take 
steps to make available to hospitals a supply of these 
forms. 
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Association Notices 


SUPPLEMENT to tHe 243 


By SOUTHAMPTON: That the first recommendation con- 


od in para. 120 of the Annual Report of Council be 
nied by the deletion of the following: 
Non-emergencies, unless they require special treat- 
ment which can be obtained only at hospital, should 
be referred back to their own doctor without receiving 
advice or treatment, 
and the substitution therefor of the following: 
Non-emergencies, except the necessitous poor, shall 
be referred back to their own doctor. 


ADVERTISEMENTS OF HOUSES, ETC., IN THE 
British MepicaL JOURNAL ”’ 

By Kincston-oN-THAameEs: That the items advertised 
in the British Medical Journal under Houses, Consulting 
Rooms, etc., should be confined to consulting rooms in 
bona fide consulting areas: houses sold in connexion with 
an existing practice, nursing homes, residential chambers 
and general advertisements of house agents: and that 
advertisements of single houses should not be accepted 
unless coming under one of these categories. 


ANTI-CHEMICAL WARFARE 
By Kixcston-on-Tuames: That it is the opinion of 


the Representative Body that provision should be made | 


in the curriculum of medical students for instruction in 
anti-chemical warfare measures. 

By Krincston-on-THAMES: That similar instruction 
should be available for post-graduates. 

By KINGSTON-ON-THAMES: That in view of the neces- 
sity for educating the public in measures of protection 
against chemical wartare, the B.M.A. should ask for the 
co-operation of its members. 


Association Notices 


GLASGOW AND WEST OF SCOTLAND BRANCH: LANARKSHIRE 
Division. —Wednesday, June 5th, 3.30 p.m. Visit to 
Longriggend Sanatorium. Lecture by Dr. MacCallum Lang. 

LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE BRANCH: Hype Diviston.—At 
Hyde Town Hall, Wednesday, June 5th, 4 p.m. Annual 
meeting. 

METROPOLITAN Brancn.—At B.M.A. House, 
Tavistock Square, W.C., Friday, June 21st, 4.30 p.m. 
Eighty-third annual general meeting. Agenda: Report of 
Branch Council and financial statement ; report of repre- 
sentatives of Branch on Central Council ; report as to election 
of officers for 1935-6 ; presidential address by Dr. William 
Griffith: ‘‘ The Changing Conditions of Medical Practice.”’ 

METROPOLITAN CouNTIES BrancH: City Diviston,—At 
Metropolitan Hospital, Kingsland Road, E., Tuesday, June 
4th, 9.30 p.m. Mr. Kenneth M. Walker: ‘‘ Management of 
the Enlarged Prostate.”’ 

METROPOLITAN CouNTIES BRANCH: NorTH MIDDLESEX 
Division.—Thursday, June 6th. Divisional golf meeting. 

NortH OF ENGLAND Brancu.—At Brancepeth Castle Golf 
Club, Thursday, July 11th. Annual meeting. 

North oF BrancH: Consett Diviston.—At 
Imperial Hotel, Stanley, Wednesday, June 5th, 8 p.m. 
Annual meeting. Election of officers, etc. Consideration of 
Annual Report of Council. 

NortH or ENGLAND Brancu: NortH NorTHUMBERLAND 
Divistion.—At Blue Bell Hotel, Belford, Tuesday, June 4th, 
2.30 p.m. Consideration of Annual Report of Council and 
election of representatives to Annual Representative Meeting. 
3 p.m., Dr. J. A. Charles (Neweastle-upon-Tyne): Immun- 
ization against Infectious Disease.”’ 

SouTH-WesTERN BraNncH.—At Truro, Tuesday, June 25th. 
Annual meeting. 

SouTH-WESTERN Division. — At 


BRANCH: BARNSTAPLE 


Imperial Hotel, Barnstaple, Thursday, June 6th, 7.45 p.m. 
Dr. C. J. Ful'er (Exeter): ‘‘ Treatment of Pulmonary Tuber- 
culosis.”” Supper at 8 p-m. 

SurREY Brancu: Guitprorp Diviston.—At Royal Surrey 
County Hospital, Guildford, Thursday, June 6th, 4 p.m. 
Annual general mecting. 


TREATMENT UPON CONTRACT TERMS OF PERSONS 
WITH INCOME ABOVE £250 PER ANNUM 

By Wittespen: That (with reference to para. 89 of 
the Annual Report of Council) Min. 109 of A.R.M., 1920, 
be rescinded or amended to allow of arrangements being 
made for contract practice for persons with a family 
income above £250 a year, the higher limit being up to 
£550 a year. 


GENERAL MEDICAL SERVICE SCHEME FOR THE NATION 

By Crry or ABERDEEN: That, in view of the new 
ideas on the administration of health services which 
developed in the course of the preparation and giving of 
evidence on behalf of the Association by the Scottish 
Committee before the Departmental Committee on Health 
Services, it be remitted to Council to reconsider and, if 
necessary, revise that part of the Association’s General 
Medical Service Scheme for the Nation which deals with 
the administration of medical services. 


Miners’ NystaGMUS AND THE WORKMEN’S 
COMPENSATION ACT 

By SHEFFIELD: That the Representative Body regards 
the existing unsatisfactory working of the Workmen’s 
Compensation Act in the case of miners suffering from 
miners’ nystagmus as a matter of serious concern ; and 
requests the Council to initiate such action as may 
contribute towards the adoption of improved methods of 
procedure. 


Fee FOR MEpIcaL CERTIFICATION OF BLIND 
PERSONS 
By SHEFFIELD: That the Representative Body express 
the opinion that the fee for sessional work in connexion 
with the examination and certification of the blind should 
be not less than three guineas for a session of two hours. 


DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND LECTURES 


Royart Soctety oF MEpIcINE 
Section of Surgery.—Wed., Provincial Meeting at Cardiff. 12 noon, 
Visit to New Municipal Hospital at Llandough. At Cardiff Royal 
Infirmary: 1 p.m., Lunch; 2 p.m., Operations ;.4 p.m., Tea ; 
4.15 p.m. to 6 p.m., Demonstrations. 
Section of History of Medicine.—Wed., 5 p.m. Paper by Dr. J. D. 
Comrie; Eighteenth Century English Medicine. 


Brocuemicat Societry.—At Department of Medical Chemistry, The 
University, Edinburgh, Fri., 2.30 p.m. Communications. 

Institute oF Mepicat PsycHoLtoGy, Malet Place, W.C.—Wed., 
3 p.m., Dr. H, Crichton-Miller, Aleoholism and Drug Addictions ; 
4.30 p.m., Dr. Cedric Shaw, Fatigue States. 

Mancuester Mepicat Society.—At Manchester Royal Infirmary, 
Wed., 4.30 p.m. Clinical Meeting. 


POST-GRADUATE COURSES AND LECTURES 

oF Mepicine anp Post-GRADUATE MepICcAL ASSOCIATION, 
1, Wimpole Street, W.—Chelsea Hospital for Women, Arthur 
Street, S.W.: Course in Gynaecology, mornings and/or after- 
noons. London Lock Hospital, Dean Street, W.: Afternoon 
Course in Venereal Diseases. Claridges Hotel, Brook Street, 
W.: Wed., 9.30 p.m., Supper-dance and Cabaret. Panel of 
Teachers : Individual clinics in various branches of medicine and 
surgery available daily. 

HospitaL FOR SIcK CHILDREN, Great Ormond Street, W.C.—Thurs., 
2 p.m., Clinical Lecture, Mr. A, Simpson-Smith, Clinical Cases ; 
3 p.m., Pathological Demonstration, Dr. A. Signy, Typing of 
Organisms and Tests of Virulence. Out-patient Clinics, mornings, 
10 a.m. to 12 noon. Ward Visits, afternoons, 2 p.m. to 3.30 p.m, 
(except Wed.). 

InstituTe OF PatHoLoGy Researcu, St. Mary’s Hospital, W.— 
Thurs., 5 p.m., Sir Henry Dale, Thirty Years’ Review of the 
Active Substances in Ergot. 

SoutH-West Lonpon’ Post-Grapvuate Association, St. James 
Hospital, Ouseley Road, S.W.—Wed., 4 p.m., Dr. C. E. Lakin, 
Demonstration of Medical Cases. 

University Coiiece, Gower Street, W.C.—Mon., 5 p.m., Dr. 
D. H. K. Lee, Physiological Effects of Tropical Climate. 

West Lonpon Haspitat Post-GrapvuaTe CoL_eGe, Hammersmith, W. 
—Daily, 2 p.m., Operations, Medical and Surgical Clinics. Mon., 
10 a.m., Medical Wards; 11 a.m., Surgical Wards; 2 p.m., 
Gynaecological and Surgical Wards, Eye and Gynaecological 
Clinics; 4.15 p.m., Lecture, Mr. Green-Armytage, Pelvic 
Ruptures. Tues.. 10 a.m., Medical Wards; 11 a.m., Surgical 
Wards ; 2 p.m., Throat Clinic ; 4.15 p.m., Lecture, Dr. Redvers 
Ironside, Diseases of Sympathetic Nervous System. Wed., 
10 a.m., Medical Wards, Children’s Clinic and Wards; 2 p.m., 
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